CIYMS Tennis Club AGM 2020
Membership report

It has been a very “changeable” year for members at CIYMS Tennis Club and it’s not over yet! I don’t need to remind members about all the events and social gatherings we lost this year, not forgetting the withdrawal of competitive league tennis too.

However, despite these disappointments we have all managed to play some tennis and even enter internal leagues, and enjoy a very successful tournament headed up by Jim Lonsdale.
Members should take note that if Jane, Lisa and Graham had not been meticulous with implementing COVID guidelines which include track and trace through Acebook, supplying hand sanitiser, covered warning signs, regular email information and everything related to restrictions we probably could not have reopened. Thank you for all the hard work.

Thankfully our membership has remained steady and to date we have in total 366 members with a small drop in juniors down to 82. I am not disheartened by this as our junior section has quality rather than quantity which we shall see in the future. All coaching class sizes have been reduced with members only allowed to attend (as per government rulings) so this has encouraged casual players to take up full membership. Thank you to the coaching team who have worked throughout all the disruption and offered interesting and varied classes – it hasn’t been easy for them either.
There are now 17 visually impaired (VI) members who are improving all the time through regular coaching and gameplay, all organised by Jane and her network of volunteers. The suspension of tennis again will be very hard on these members.

Sometimes it just isn’t about the tennis, the social interaction and friendship at the courtside are just as important and even more so this year for everyone.

Moving forward I feel the club is still very strong and members have displayed mutual courtesy and understanding towards each other.
As the song says “Things can only get better” so roll on 2021 and let’s make our club the envy of the league.

Mandy.
